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Mentioned in my laft Paper, that my friend Colonel Cauftic 
|} and I had accepted an invitation to dine with his neighbour 
Lord Grubwell, Of that dinner 1 am now to take the liberty of 
giving fome account to my readers, It is one advantage of that 
habit of obfervation, which, as a thinking Lounger, I have acqui- 
red, that from moft entertainments I can carry fomething more 
than the mere dinner away. I remember an old acquaintance of 
mine, a jolly carbuncle-faced fellow, who ufed to give an account 
of a company by the fingle circumftance of the liquor they could 
{wallow. At fuch a dinner was one man of three bottles, four of 
two, fix of a bottle anda half, and fo on; and as for himfelf, he 
kept a fort of journal of what he had pouched, as he called it, at 
every place to which he had been invited during a whole winter. 
My reckoning is of another fort; I have fometimes carried off 
from a dinner, one, two, or three characters, {wallowed half a 
dozen anecdotes, and tafted eight or ten infipid things, that were 
not worth the fwallowing. I have one advantage over my old 
friend; I can digeft what, in his phrafe, I have pouched, without 
a headach, 

When we fat down to dinner at Lord Grubwell’s, I found that 
the table was occupied in fome fort by two different parties, one 
of which belonged to my Lord, and the other to my Lady. At 
the upper end of my Lord’s, fat Mr Placid, a man agreeable by 
profeffion, who has no corner in his mind, ro prominence in his 
feelings, and, like certain chymical liquors, has the property of 
coalefcing with every thing. He dines with every body that gives 
a dinner, has feventeen cards for the feven days of the week, cuts 
up a fowl, tells a ftory, and hears a ftory told, with the beft grace 
of any man in the world, Mr Placid had been brought by my 
Lord, but feemed inclined to defert to my Lady, or rather to fide 
with both, having a {mile on the right cheek for the one, and a 
fimper on the left for the other. 

Lord Grubwell being a patron of the fine arts, had at his board- 
end, befides the layer out of his grounds, a difcarded fidler from 
the opera-houfe, who allowed that Handel could compofe a tole- 
rable chorus; a painter, who had made what he called Fancy- 
portraits of all the family, who talked a great deal about Corregio ; 
a gentleman on one hand of him, who feemed an adept in cookery ; 
and a little blear-eyed man on the other, who was a connoifleur 
in wine. On horte-fleth, hunting, fhooting, cricket, and cock- 
fighting, we had occafional diflertations from feveral young gentle- 
men at both fides of his end of the table, who, though not directly 
of his eftablifhment, feemed, from what occurred ia converfation, 
to be pretty conftantly in waiting. 
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Of my Lady’s divifion the moft confpicuous perfon was a 
gentleman who fat next her, Sir John , who feemed to enjoy 
the office of her Cicisbeo, or Cavaliere fervente, as nearly as the cu- 
{tom of this country allows. There was, however, one little dif- 
ference between him and the Italian cavaliere, that he did not 
feem fo folicitous to ferve as to admire the Lady, the little atten- 
tions being rather directed from her to him. Even his admira- 
tion was rather underftood than exprefled. The gentleman, in- 
deed, to borrow a phrafe from the grammarians, appeared to be 
altogether of the paflive mood, and to confider every exertion as 
vulgar and unbecoming. He {poke mincingly, looked fomething 
more delicate than man; had the fineft teeth, the whiteft hand, 
and fent a perfume around him at every motion. He had travel- 
led, quoted Italy very often, and called this a tramontane coun- 
try, in which, if it were not for one or two fine women, there 
would be no poflibility of exifting. 

Befides this male attendant, Lady Grubwell had feveral female 
intimates, who feemed to have profited extremely by her patronage 
and inftructions, who had learned to talk on all town fubjects 
with fuch eafe and confidence, that one could never have fuppo- 
{ed they had been bred in the country, and had, as Colonel Cau- 
{tic informed me, only loft their bafhfulnefs about three weeks 
before. One or two of them, | could fee, were in a profeffed and 
particular manner imitators of my Lady, ufed all her phrafes, 
aped all her geftures, and had their drefs made fo exactly after 
her pattern, that the Colonel told me, a blunt country-gentle- 
man, who dined there one rainy day, and afterwards pailed the 
night at his houfe, thought they had got wet to the {kin in their 
way, and had been refitted from her Ladyfhip’s wardrobe. “ But 
“ he was miftaken,” faid the Colonel; “ they only borrowed a 
“ little of her complexion.” 

The painter had made a picture, of which he was very proud, 
of my Lady, attended by a groupe of thofe young friends, -in the 
character of Diana, furrounded by her nymphs, furprifed by 
Aéleon. My Lady, when fhe was fhewing it to me, made me take 
notice how very like my Lord Acteon was. Sir John, who lean- 
ed over her fhoulder, put on as broad a {mile as his good breeding 
would allow, and faid it was one of the moft monftrous clever 
things he had ever heard her Ladyfhip fay. . 

Ot my Lord’s party there were fome young men, brothers and 
coufins of my Lady’s nymphs, who fhewed the fame laudable de- 
fire of imitating him, as their kinfwomen did of copying her, 
But each end of the table made now and then interchanges with 
the other: fome of the moft promifing of my Lord’s followers 
were favoured with the countenance and regard of her Ladythip; 
while, on the other hand, fome of her nymphs drew the particular 
attention of Acteon, and feemed, like thofe in the picture, willing 
to hide his Diana from him. Amidft thofe different, combined, 
or mingled parties, I could not help admiring the dexterity of 
Placid, who contrived to divide himfelf among them with won- 
erful addrefs, To the land{cape-gardener he talked of clumps 
and 
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and /wells; he fpoke of harmony to the nufician, of colouring 
to the painter, of hats and feathers to the young ladies, and even 
conciliated the elevated and unbending Baronet, by appeals to 
him about the key at Marfeilles, the Corfo at Rome, and the gallery 
of Florence. He was once only a little unfortunate in a reference 
to Colonel Cauflic, which he meant as a compliment to my Lady, 
“* how much more elegant the drefs of the Ladies was now-a-days 
“ than formeriy when they remembered it?” Placid is but very 
little turned of fifty. 

Cauftic and 1 were nearly “ mutes and auditente to this ac.” 
The Colonel indeed new and then threw in a word or two of that 
dolce piccante, that {weet and fharp fort in'which his pelitenefs 
contrives to convey his fatire Ithoughtl could difcover that the 
company ftood fomewhat in awe of him; and even my Lady en- 
deavoured to gain his good-will by a very marked attention, 
She begged leave to drink his fifter’s health in a particular manner 
after dinner, and regretted exceedingly not being favoured with 
her company. “ She hardly ever ftirs abroad, my Lady,” an- 
fwered the Colonel, “ befides (looking flily at fome of her Lady- 
** fhip’s female friends) fhe is not young, nor, lam afraid, bathful 
“ enough for one of Diana’s virgins.” 

When we returned home in the evening, Cauftic began to 
moralife on the fcene of the day. “* We were talking,” faid he to 
me, “ tother morning, when you took up a volume of Cook’s 
“ Voyages, of the advantages and difadvantages arifing to newly- 
“ difcovered countries from our communication with them; of 
“ the wants we fhew them along with the conveniencies of life, 
** the difeafes we communicate along with the arts we teach, I 
“ can trace a ftriking analogy between this and’ the vifit of Lord 
** and Lady Grubwell to the favages here, as I am told they often 
** call us. Inftead of the plain wholefome fare, the fober manners, 
** the filial, the parental, the family-virtues, which fome of our 
“* houfeholds poffefled, thefe great people will inoculate extra- 
** vagance, diflipation, and neglect of every relative duty; and 
“ then, in point of breeding and behaviour, we fhall have petu- 
‘** Jance and inattention, inttead of bafhful civility, becaufe it is 
** the fafhion with fine folks to be ea/y; and rufticity fhall be fet 
** off with impudence, like a grogram waiftcoat with tinfel bind- 
“ ing, that only makes its coarfenefs more difguiting.” 

** But you muft put them right, my good Sir,” | replied, “ in 

** thefe particulars. You mutt tell your neighbours, who may 

** be apt, from fome f{purious example, to fuppofe that every thing 

** contrary to the natural ideas of politenefs is polite, thatin fuch 

“* an opinion they are perfectly miftaken. Such a caricature is 

“* indeed, as in all other imitations, the eafieft to be imitated; 

** but it is not the real portraiture and likenefS of a high-bred 

“manor woman. As good dancing is like a more dignified fore 

of walk, and as the beft drefs hangs the eafieft on the fhape; fo 
“ the higheft good breeding, and the moft highly-polithed fa- 
** fhion is the neareft to nature, but to nature in its beit ftate, to 
** that belle nature which works of tafte (and a perfon of fafhion 
‘* is a work of tafte) in every department require, It is the fame 
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in morals as in demeanor; a real man of fafhion has a certain 
retenue, a degree of moderation in every thing, and will not 
be more wicked or diflipated than there is occafion for; you 
mutt therefore fignify to that young man who fat near me at 
Lord Grubwell’s, who fwore immoderately, was rude to the 
chaplain, and told us fome things of himfelf for which he ought 
to have been hanged, that he will not have the honour of go- 
ing to the devil in the very beft company.” 

** Were I to turn preacher,” an{wered the Colonel, “ I would not 
read your homily. It might be as you fay in former times; 
but in my late excurfion to your city, | cannot fay I could dif- 
cover, even in the firft company, the high polifh you talk of. 
There was nature, indeed, fuch as one may fuppofe her in pla- 
ces which I have long fince forgotten; but as for her beauty or 
grace, I could perceive but little of it, The world has been 
often called a theatre; now the theatre of your fafhionable 
world feems to me to have loft the beft part of its audience; it 
is alleither the yawn of the fide-boxes, or the roar of the upper 
gallery. There is no pit, (as | remember the pit); none of that 
mixture of good breeding, difcernment, tafte, and feeling, 
which conftitutes an audience, fuch asa firft-rate performer 
would wifh to act his part to, For the fimile of the theatre 
will ftill hold in this further particular, that a man, to be per- 
fetly well bred, muft have a certain refpect and value for his 
audience, otherwife his exertions will generally be either coarfe 
or feeble. Though indeed a _ perfeétly-well bred man will feel 
that refpecét even tor himfelf; and were he in a room alone,” 
id Cauttic, (t taking an involuntary ftep or two, till he got op- 


pofite toa mirror that hangs at the upper end of his parlour), 


* would blufh to find himfelf in a mean or ungraceful attitude, 
or to indulge a thought grofs, illiberal, or ungentlemanlike.” 
You {mile,”’ faid Mifs Cauftic to me; “ but I have often told 
my brother, that he is a very Oroondates on that fcore; and 
your Edinburgh people may be very well bred, without coming 
up to his ftandard.”  “ Nay but,” faid I, \ienee even to give 
Edinburgh up, it would not afleat my pofition, Edinburgh i iS 
but a copy of a larger metropolis; and in every copy the defect 
I mentioned is apt to take place: and of all qualities | know, this 
of fafhion and good breeding is the moft delicate, the moft 
evanefcent, if | may ,be allowed fo pedantic a phrate, ‘Tis 
like the favour of certain liquors, which it is hardly poflible 
to preferve i in the removal of them.” “ Oh! now I underftand 
you,” faid Cauttic, fmiling in his turn; “ like Harrowgate- 
water, for example, which I am told bas {pirit at the {pring ; 
but when brought hither, I find it, under favour, to have no- 


thing but {link and ill tatte remaining.” 
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